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Introduction of Keynote Speaker
Amy Anderson

Good evening, good afternoon to our global audience attending from
around the world. It is such a pleasure to be with all of you and to
introduce our speaker. My name is Amy Anderson, and I serve as the
Associate Provost for Global and Intercultural Affairs at the University
of Dayton. The theme of this year's symposium, Africa in Our Century,
could not be more appropriate. Many of the comments I’ve heard
throughout this symposium express the need for us to truly understand
and engage the fullness of Africa, including its brilliant people,
contributions, and ideas.
Personally, I would not be here tonight in this role if it were not for
Africa. During my time as a Peace Corps volunteer in Togo back in the
late 80s, the experience and the people profoundly shaped my
worldview. I met many brilliant people and was exposed to important
ways of knowing and being. The experience inspired my own interest in
the intercultural development process. I certainly received much more
than I contributed during those two-plus years.
Tonight, we are fortunate to hear from Dr. Landry Signé—a worldrenowned scholar, teacher, writer, activist, advisor, public intellectual,
consultant, entrepreneur, board member, commentator, keynote speaker,
and award winner. Please allow me to give you just a sampling of his
many accomplishments.
Professor Landry Signé was born in Cameroon; he grew up and was
educated in Cameroon, France, and Canada before coming to the United
States. He also spent time in the United Kingdom and has traveled all
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over the world, which led him to explore many innovative and diverse
countries, shaping his vision of the world.
Professor Signé studied at the University of Lyon 3, Sciences Po
Paris, and Sandar Institute in France and earned his PhD from the
University of Montreal, where he was awarded the Best International
PhD Dissertation. He completed his postdoctoral studies at Stanford
University and earned the Banting fellowship for best and brightest
researchers internationally. He has also completed executive business
and leadership programs at the University of Oxford Saïd School of
Business and Harvard Kennedy School.
He currently serves as the Managing Director and Professor at the
Thunderbird School of Global Management; as Senior Fellow in the
Global Economy and Development Program and the Africa Growth
Initiative at the Brookings Institution; as Distinguished Fellow at
Stanford University’s Centre for African Studies; and as a member of the
World Economic Forum’s Global Future Council on Agile Governance,
and its Regional Action Group for Africa.
He is also chairman of the Global Network for Africa’s Prosperity;
senior adviser to top global leaders (presidential, ministerial, and C-suite
levels); and author of numerous books, including Unlocking Africa’s
Business Potential1 (Brookings Institution Press), Innovating
Development Strategies in Africa: The Role of International, Regional
and National Actors2 (Cambridge University Press), and African
Development, African Transformation: How Institutions Shape
Development Strategy3 (Cambridge University Press).
Professor Signé’s achievements have been recognized internationally
with dozens of distinctions for his accomplishments.
He was selected as:
• A World Economic Forum Young Global Leader for “finding
innovative solutions to some of the world’s most pressing
issues”4
1

https://www.brookings.edu/book/unlocking-africas-business-potential/
https://www.amazon.com/Innovating-Development-Strategies-AfricaInternational-ebook/dp/B0727RRF3X
3
https://www.amazon.com/African-Development-Transformation-InstitutionsStrategy/dp/1108456200
4
https://www.weforum.org/people/landry-signe
2
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•
•
•
•

An Andrew Carnegie Fellow for being one of the “most creative
thinkers”
A Desmond Tutu Fellow for driving “the transformation of
Africa”
A Woodrow Wilson Public Policy Fellow for “preeminent
scholarship uniting the world of ideas to the world of policy”
One of JCI’s Ten Outstanding Young Persons in the World for
“extraordinary achievements and dedication exemplifying the
best attributes and leadership in academia”

He has won numerous academic awards, including the American
Political Science Association Campus Teaching Award; the Chancellor's
Award for Excellence in Teaching; and the Chancellor's Award for
Excellence in Academic Research and Creative Activity.
As a pioneer in Silicon Valley, he is the first to have taught an
award-winning course at Stanford—Emerging African Markets:
Strategies, Investments and Government Affairs—and received the
Stanford Center for African Studies Distinguished Leadership Award for
“innovative teaching, outstanding mentorship and exceptional service to
the community.”
He has served on numerous global boards and councils, and often
engages with global policymakers and business leaders to bridge the
world of ideas and practice. He has testified before the U.S. Senate and
the U.S. International Trade Commission. His work has also appeared in
the New York Times, the Washington Post, Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Policy, CNBC, Forbes, the Hill, and Harvard International Review,
among others.
And with all those amazing accomplishments, in case you can’t
imagine that he would have ANY time for fun, he has developed a love
for thrill-seeking hobbies, from walking safaris with gorillas and
cheetahs to skydiving, shark diving, and more.
Without further ado—Unlocking Africa’s Potential in a Time of
Competition Between Rising and Global Powers—please help me
welcome Dr. Landry Signé.
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